erqsome knits
masonic lodge socks
These socks were inspired by my paternal grandparents, Blanche and Geoffrey. Blanche taught me to
knit when I was very wee and knit for dear Geoffrey,
a long-standing Mason, until the day she died. He has
closets and drawers stuffed with beautiful jumpers
and cardigans; so you can imagine my surprise to
discover his vast collection contained not a single
hand-crafted sock.
To remedy this sorry situation, I decided to create a
pattern for my Masonic grandpapa – elegant yet
comfortable, sturdy yet wearable – perfect for presiding over secret functions and learning new silly
handshakes.
The pattern for these socks differs very slightly from the original. The cable has been elaborated, with a
lengthened cable interspersed between the shorter ones; as well, the garter rib now extends into the heel flap.

size: to fit men’s size 9–10.5 UK/43–45 European
finished measurements: foot circumference: 8.25 inches; leg circumference: 8.25 inches
materials: yarn: 1 skein Colinette Jitterbug in Copperbeech (100% Easy Care merino; 320 yds/100 g) or
2 skeins Shelridge Farm Soft Ultra Touch in P (100% superwash merino; 175 yds/5o g); needles: 2.5 mm
KnitPicks DPNs, set of 4; notions: tapestry needle
gauge: 14.5 sts/2 in. over st st

abbreviations
ktbl = knit through the back loop
cb4 = slip 2 onto cable needle, hold to the back, knit next 2 stitches from left needle, slip stitches from
cable needle back to left needle, knit 2

cf4 = slip 2 onto cable needle, hold to the front, knit next 2 stitches from left needle, slip stitches from
cable needle back to left needle, knit 2

yb = hold yarn to the back of the needle, as if to
knit
yf = hold yarn to the front of the needle, as if to
purl

twisted rib
row 1: ktbl1, p1 to end
row 2: k1, p1 to end

garter rib
round 1: p1, k1, p1, k4
round 2: p1, k1, p1, k4
round 3: p3, k4
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cuff
CO 70 sts. Arrange so there are 35 sts on needle 1; 17
sts on needle 2; 18 sts on needle 3
Work in Twisted Rib until work measures 1 inch.

left leg
round 1: work first line of Cable Chart A
round 2: repeat first line of Cable Chart A
Hereafter: continue following Cable Chart A until
desired length, then begin heel flap.

right leg
round 1: work first row of Cable Chart B
round 2: repeat first line of Cable Chart B
Hereafter: continue following Cable Chart B until desired length, then begin heel flap.

heel flap
Note: the heel flap is worked over needles 2 and 3 (so the cable continues down the front of the foot).
row 1 [RS]: k3, p2, continue in patt to last 5 sts, p2, k3.
row 2 [WS]: k5, follow inverse of patt to last 5 sts, k5.
Repeat these 2 rows 12 times. There will be 13 garter ridges along each side edge of the heel flap.

turn heel
row 1: sl1, k21, ssk, k1, turn
row 2: sl1, p8, p2tog, p1, turn
row 3: sl1, k to gap, ssk, k1, turn
row 4: sl1, p to gap, p2tog, k1, turn
Repeat row 3 and 4 until 20 sts remain.

heel gusset
Start with the needle holding the heel stitches – this will
now be needle 1.
round 1: pick up and knit 14 sts up the left selvedge
edge; needle 2: work pattern; with a new
needle, pick up and knit 14 sts along the
right selvedge edge, k10 sts from needle 1
round 2: needle 1: k to 3 sts from end of needle,
k2tog, k1; needle 2: work pattern; needle 3:
k1, ssk, k to end of needle
round 3: needle 1: k all sts; needle 2: work pattern;
needle 3: k all sts
Repeat rounds 2 and 3 until 35 sts remain over
needles 1 and 3 [i.e. 17 on one, 18 on the other, as
with the cuff].
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foot
Follow chart across needle 2, as top of the foot, and st st across needles 1 and 2, as sole of the foot, until
2.5 inches from tip of the big toe.

toe
round 1: k all sts
round 2: k to last 3 sts on needle 1, k2tog, k1; k1, ssk, k to last 3 sts on needle 2, k2tog, k1; k1, ssk, k to end
of needle 3.
Repeat these 2 rounds until 21 sts remain, then k across needle 1 to begin graft

finishing
Use Kitchener stitch to graft the toe and weave in ends.
Note: Shelridge Farms blocks beautifully, leaving a smooth, drapey finish without losing any of the hold – highly
recommended!

The ‘Masonic Lodge’ sock pattern is Part One of my Dangerous Knitting series. Curious about what I could get out of
100 g yarn, I set out to design a pattern that would take me as close to the last yard as possible. It turns out you can make a
man-sized pair of these socks using exactly 96 g of Colinette Jitterbug, or 92 g of Shelridge Farms Soft Ultra Touch.
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cable chart B

cable chart A
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